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SUBJECT: SPECULATIONS ON PUTURE OF BUNDESTAG PRESIDENT 
CARSTENS 

1 . FOLLOWING MAY BE USEPUL IN PREPARATIONS POR PROFESSOR 
CARSTENS' FORTHCOMING WASHINGTON VISIT FEBRUARY 5 - 8. 

2. SPECULATION IN ERG PRESS AND POLITICAL CIRCLES HAS 
POCUSED POR SOME MONTHS ON THE POSSIBILITY THAT PROPESSOR 
CARSTENS MAY BE A CANDIDATE POR PRESIDENT WHEN WALTER 
SCHELL’S TERM EXPIRES IN MAY 1979. MORE RECENTLY, THERE 
HAS BEEN CONSIDERABLE SPECULATION THAT CARSTENS IS ONE OP 
THE PIGURES PAVORED BY RIGHT ELEMENTS IN THE CDU/CSU 
OPPOSITION TO SUCCEED HELMUT KOHL AS CHANCELLOR-CANDI- 
DATE. THIS SPECULATION HAS BEEN FED BY FAVORABLE 
REMARKS, PRIVATE AND PUBLIC, BY CSU INSIDERS. 

3. A CLOSE ASSOCIATE OF PROFESSOR CARSTENS HAS TOLD US 
THAT CARSTENS IS MORE LIKELY TO WANT TO SEEK THE PRESI- 
DENCY, AND WE ARE INCLINED TO ACCEPT THIS AS AN 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 
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ACCURATE ASSESSMENT. IP THE CDU/CSU SUPPORTS CARSTENS, 
THEY HAVE THE VOTES IN THE COMPLEX BUNDESVERSAMMLUNG 
MECHANISM TO ASSURE HIS ELECTION IN 1979. SUCH A CHOICE 
COULD MEAN OFPENDING SCHEEL, WHO IS RUMORED TO WANT A 
SECOND TERM, AND COULD PREJUDICE CHANCES TO NEGOTIATE 
CONCESSIONS OR ALIGNMENTS WITH THE PDP. THIS, HOWEVER, 

IS BEYOND THE SCOPE OP THIS MESSAGE, WHICH IS SIMPLY TO 
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NOTE THAT CARSTENS SHOULD BE SEEN AS A MAN WITH A FUTURE 
AS WELL AS A DISTINGUISHED PAST RECORD. 

STOESSEL 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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